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MESSAGE FROM PRINCIPAL RUSSELL
Dear Myers Families,
Welcome to 2018! We are looking forward to keeping up a great year in school! If you have a child who
will be entering kindergarten next fall, it is never too early to start thinking about that! If you are
interested in the dual language program, please be watching for the date that applications will be
accepted. The priorities for filling the program are as follows:
Spanish Speaking English Learners: At least 14 students
Priority 1: Spanish Speaking English Learners
English Only Students (Non-English Learners): Up to 14 students
Priority 2: Siblings of English Learners Currently Enrolled in the Dual Program
Priority 3: Siblings of Non -English Learners Currently Enrolled in the Dual Program
Priority 4: Non -English Learners Residing in School’s Boundary Area
Priority 5: In-district Transfers (Non-English Learners Residing Outside School’s Boundary Area)
Priority 6: Out of Distr ict Tr ansfe r s
A lottery will be held at the district office after the application deadline has passed. Keep an eye out for
additional information to come.
A reminder about student safety: Please do not drop your student off prior to 9:00 in the morning as
we do not have supervision before that time. Students should not arrive early to play on the playground or in the covered area. Upon arrival, they should line up by the staff member on duty. After
school, students who are picked up by car need to wait in grade-level dismissal lines. Students who
walk home need to immediately walk home. We understand that many parents meet their children
and allow them to play. While this is fine, students should not be playing if their guardian is not present due to safety concerns. It is also immensely helpful if you place your pick-up card with student
name in your car window or dashboard so we can more quickly get your student to you!
Thank you for helping us with our number one priority: student safety.
Go Mustangs!
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January 15 & January 26
MYERS MOVIE NIGHT
Come join us for a FREE showing of the movie Sing, Friday, January 19 at 6:30 p.m. in the
school gymnasium.

For only $1 each, you can purchase either a bag of popcorn, candy, pizza or bottled water. And this year, we’ll have a raffle to win four hopper passes to Disneyland! Raffle
tickets will be on sale before and after school tomorrow January 15-19, and at the event
for $5 each.

All proceeds from this night go back to the school!

Don’t forget to bring a blanket or cushion to sit on. (Parents are required to attend with
your student.)

Visit our Kindergarten Readiness page at http://www.salemkeizer.org/parents/
kindergarten-readiness for information on how to prepare for Kindergarten.
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WINTER WEATHER
IN THE EVENT OF BAD WEATHER, DISTRICT OFFICIALS WILL MAKE THE DECISION BY 5:15 A.M. THAT DAY TO CLOSE ALL OR SELECTED SCHOOLS, OR
TO DELAY THE START OF SCHOOL.
IF SCHOOLS ARE CLOSED OR START TIMES ARE DELAYED, ALL STUDENTS
AND STAFF WILL GET A RECORDED MESSAGE TO THE PHONE NUMBER ON
RECORD WITH THE DISTRICT. THIS MESSAGE WILL TELL YOU ABOUT
SCHOOL CANCELLATION, DELAY TO START TIMES, OR DISTRICT CLOSURE.
CALLS BEGIN GOING OUT AT 6 A.M. MAKE SURE YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION IS UP TO DATE. FAMILIES WHO NEED TO UPDATE THEIR PHONE
NUMBER SHOULD CONTACT THEIR SCHOOL.
YOU CAN ALSO VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT HTTP://WWW.SALEMKEIZER.ORG/
AND CLICK ON EMERGENCY CLOSURES/DELAYS AT THE TOP OF THE PAGE.
IF NO ANNOUNCEMENT IS MADE IT'S SAFE TO ASSUME THAT THE DISTRICT IS OPERATING AS USUAL.
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SCHOOL BREAKFAST & LUNCH
Salem-Keizer Public Schools provides healthy, nutritious meals to our students. The cost for full price meals is as follows:
Breakfast $1.05
Lunch $2.40
Milk $0.40
Your child may qualify for free or reduced price meals if:
1. Your household receives Food Stamps, Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families (TANF), or benefits from the Food Distribution Program on Indian
Reservations (FDPIR), OR;

Volunteers and community partners play
an important role in
Salem-Keizer Public
Schools. Each day in
every school, volunteers support and encourage staff and students, take an active
role in helping every
student achieve.
Through their contributions of time, energy,
inspiration and expertise, volunteers often
report they receive
more than they give.

Anyone may apply to
become a volunteer.
Before taking part in a
volunteer activity, applicants must complete
a criminal history
check.

2. Your household income is at or below the amount on the Income Chart.
HOW TO APPLY IN PERSON OR BY MAIL FOR FREE OR REDUCED PRICE
MEALS
Download and fill out an application and return it to your school or send to:
FOOD AND NUTRITION SERVICES
3625 FAIRVIEW INDUSTRIAL DR. SE
SALEM OR, 97302
503-399-3091
HOW TO APPLY ONLINE
GO TO THE OREGON DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION WEBSITE. APPLICATIONS
ARE ALSO AVAILABLE BY CONTACTING THE DISTRICT'S FREE AND REDUCED
LUNCH PROGRAM AT 503-399-3169.

Please visit
www.salemkeizer.org
and click on the volunteer link at the top of
the page to learn more.
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SCHOOL
MESSENGER
At the start of each
school year, information
from student registration
forms is input into the
student information database.
SchoolMessenger, the
system the district uses
to send out phone notification to parents, receives updated information from this database once each day.
It is very important that
parents keep their contact information current.

School District Gathers Community
Feedback on Proposed Bond
The Salem-Keizer School Board is planning a general obligation bond
measure for the May 2018 ballot. The proposed bond would address critical facility needs in nearly all schools and support buildings in our district.
In October and November, school district staff held Bond Listening &
Learning Forums at each of the district’s six comprehensive high schools.
Parents, staff and community members in all school neighborhoods were
invited to attend. The community feedback gathered at the listening forums was shared with the School Board.
The School Board is on track to finalize the bond package in January 2018.
In the new year, there will be more opportunities for parents, staff and the
community to hear about the bond measure.
Following are a few highlights of how the bond would benefit schools:

Be sure to let your
school office know if you
have a new address,
email or phone number.
The parent or guardian
marked as the primary
contact in the student
information system will
receive automated communication.
Messages will also be
sent to the student’s
home phone number
contained in the database, if different from the
primary contact phone
number.

Construct additional space to address capacity issues, relieve overcrowding and address future enrollment growth.
Make seismic upgrades at schools rated very high risk for collapse in
the event of a large earthquake.
Make safety and security improvements district-wide such as upgrading electronic badge access systems and relocating front office
spaces for better visibility and control over who enters and exits
school buildings.
Construct new Career-Technical/vocational education classrooms at all
high schools to expand programs such as engineering, science and
technology.
More information can be found on the district website at
www.salemkeizer.org/about/2018-bond-measure
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State testing 30-day notice
BY LAW, OREGON SCHOOL DISTRICTS MUST NOTIFY PARENTS
ABOUT ANNUAL STATE TESTING
AT LEAST THIRTY DAYS BEFORE
TESTING BEGINS. TESTING WILL
BEGIN IN SALEM-KEIZER IN FEBRUARY 2018. A COPY OF THE 30DAY NOTICE AND OPT-OUT FORM
CAN BE PICKED UP IN ANY
SCHOOL OFFICE STARTING ON
JANUARY 5, 2018. FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT STATE TESTING, PLEASE VISIT THE OREGON
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
WEBSITE: HTTP://
WWW.OREGON.GOV/ODE/
EDUCATOR-RESOURCES/
ASSESSMENT/PAGES/
DEFAULT.ASPX
For emergency messages regarding school closures or delays, please visit http://
www.salemkeizer.org/about/emergency-school-closures-and-delays.

5

